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AFFIDAVIT  87G0EQT  BY  SHI  RAO,  TATFXI,  of  TOKYO- TO,  SUGINAMI-KU,  NISHI 
TAKAIDO,  1  CHOME,  139. 

I  mu  SHIRAO,  Tateki,  at  present  employed  at the  Ministry  of 
Communications  in  Tokyo  end  I  live  at:  Tokyo-to,  Surinam i-ku, 

Nishi  Takaido,  1  Chome  139. 

In  hovembor  1941  I  was  in  charge  of  the  department  of  Censorship 
which  is  a  section  of  the  Ministry  of  Communications. 

On  November  29th  1941,  my  friend  Lt.  Colonel  TOMURA  Morio,  who 
was  then  employed  in  the  communications  section  of  the  Chief  of  Staff, 
telephoned  me  at  my  private  house  in  the  evening  and  told  me  that  for 
security  reasons  all  foreign  telegrams  were  to  be  delayed  in  delivery 
by  five  hours.  I  at  once  telephoned  to  fche  central  telegraph  office, 
and  gave  orders  that  all  in-coming  and  out-going  telegrams  should  be  r 
delayed  for  five  hours.  Thle  applied  to  all  telegrams  except  those 
of  the  Japanese  Government  and,  I  think,  those  concerning  the  German 
and  Italian  Governments.  At  the  time  I  did  nothing  more  in  the  matter. 

On  December  4th,  having  discussed  the  matter  with  members  of 
the  Ministry,  I  issued  written  instructions  to  all  branch  telegraph 
offices  in  the  Tokyo  area  and  to  all  other  sections  of  my  censorship 
staff.  I  do  not  think  it  likely  that  any  copy  of  these  written 
instructions  still  exists.  At  no  time,  so  far  as  I  remember,  did 
I  over  receive  written  confirmation  of  the  telephone  instructions 
of  Colonel  TOMURA. 

On  December  6th  my  orders  from  Colonel  TOMURA  as  to  the  delay 
in  telegrams  was  varied  and,  in  future,  I  was  told  to  delay  the  delivery 
by  five  hours  and  ten  hours  on  alternate  days. 

On  December  7th  I  knew,  certainly  before  6.00  p.  m.  when  I  left 
the  office,  and  I  think  some  tine  between  four  and  six  p.  m.  of  the 
contents  of  the  message  of  thePresldent  of  the  U.  S.  A.  to  the  Emperor 
of  Japan.  I  cannot  remember,  for  certain,  who  told  me,  but  I  think  it 
was  Colonel  TOMURA  who  gave  me  this  information  in  the  course  of  a 
conversation  on  the  telephone  that  afternoon.  He  telephoned  mo  to  say 
that  henoeforth  all  telegrams  were  to  be  delayed  by  fifteen  hours  and 
I  gave  instructions  to  my  subordinates  accordingly. 

It  was  the  custom  at  this  time  for  the  Foreign  Office  and  for  the 
Chiefs  of  Staff  of  the  Army  and  of  the  Navy  to  send  a  messenger  to  my 
department  at  least  once  a  day,  generally  in  the  morning,  to  take  away 
copies  of  telegrams  in  code  which  they  thought  might  interest  thorn. 

As  December  7th  was  a  day  of  great  excitement,  there  were  probably 
messengers  in  and  out  r11  day,  end  I  cannot  say  at  what  time  the 
President’s  telegram  would  have  been  taken  away  by  any  of  these 
messengers.  I  do  know,  however,  as  I  have  already  explained,  that 
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Colonel  TCMURA  of  the  ’far  Mini* try  wp.b  tolling  no  the  content*  of 
the  telegrwn  probably  by  4  o'clock  end  certainly  by  6  o'clock  that 
evening. 

I  should  corn  la in  that,  although  my  department  is  called  tho 
denPTtncnt  of  Censorship,  pnd  vrb  therefore  responsible  for  decoding 
tele  Arens  in  code,  it  was  sperating  for  public  and  conmerical  codes 
only  end  did  not  handle  secret  cedes. 

On  Doceabor  8th  I  wps  celled  on  the  telephone  about  4.30  a.  m. 
by  Mr.  HAXAYaMA,  who  wp.b  Chief  of  tho  foreign  Telogrem  Section  of  the 
Telecommunication  Bureau  of  the  Ministry  of  Communications  end,  as  euch, 
ny  innediate  superior  officer.  He  tol?.  me  tha.t  he  had  received  an 
order  from  the  Army  to  stop  all  communicp tion  with  foreign  Countries. 

I  immediately  telephoned  the  order  to  my  office,  dressed  and  went  there, 
arriving  about  6.0  a.  m.  Thero  I  found  Colonel  MURAKAMI  of  the  -ar 
Ministry,  and  Lt.  Colonel  TOMURA,  waiting  for  me,  and  we  discussed  all 
future  control  of  comnunicatione. 

At  noon  on  this  day,  the  Minister  of  Communications  read  out  to 
the  Staff  of  tho  Ministry  the  Imperial  Rescript  of  the  declaration  of  war. 

I  am  certain  of  many  of  my  times  and  all  my  dates  in  this 
period  as  I  kept  a  Diary,  and  it  is  after  refreshing  ny  memory  from 
this  Diary  that  I  have  made  the  present  Affidavit. 

I,  SHIRAO,  Tateki  h»v*  read  the  above  statement  in  English,  a  language 
which  I  underetard.  I  swear  on  my  conecienc a  that  the  contents  of 
the  above  statement  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  recollection 
of  facts. 


T.  Shirao 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before 
the  undersigned  by  the  above 
npjned  SHIRAO,  Tateki  at  the  Vpt 
Ministry  Building,  Tokyo,  this 
18th  day  of  August  1946 

/•/  -l-  • 

Major,  J.  A.  0.  0. 
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